Secret History

last to confront the nation which above all
others had been praised by his professors and
his politicians as a pioneer of civilisation:

a He in whose honour all has been said and
sung stirred, and stepped across the border of
Belgium. Then were spread out before men's
eyes all the beauties of his culture and all the
benefits of his organisation; then we beheld
under a lifting daybreak what light we had
followed and after what image we had laboured
to refashion ourselves. Nor in any story of
mankind has the irony of God chosen the
foolish things so catastrophically to confound
the wise. For the common crowd of poor and
ignorant Englishmen, because they only knew
that they were Englishmen, burst through the
filthy cobwebs of four hundred years and stood
where their fathers stood when they knew
that they were Christian men. The English
poor, broken by every revolt, bullied by every
fashion, long despoiled of property, and now
being despoiled of liberty, entered history
with a noise of trumpets, and turned themselves
in two years into one of the iron armies of the
world. And when the critic of politics and
literature, feeling that this war is after all
heroic, looks around him - to find the hero,
he can point to nothing but a mob."

This also the scientific materialist will call
rhetoric, and look for his explanations else-
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